
A U G U S T / S E P T E M B E R
Get psyched for senior year!
Meet with Counselor and double check graduation requirements, discuss other post
high school options, and make a preliminary college list
Plan campus visits
Create calendar of admission and financial aid deadlines
register for October, November or December test dates IF retaking ACT or SAT
Request Teacher Recommendations
Draft common application essays

O C T O B E R
WORK HARD IN YOUR CLASSES!
ATTEND ADMISSION REP VISITS AT THE HIGH SCHOOL
cOMPLETE FAFSA
POLISH CoMMON APP ESSAYS AND BEGIN SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS (IF REQUIRED)
fINALIZE LIST OF SCHOOLS TO APPLY TO 
COMPLETE EARLY DECISION AND/OR EARLY ACTION APPLICATIONS IF APPLYING EARLY

N O V E M B E R
PREPARE TO SUBMIT REGULAR DECISION APPLICATIONS IN ADVANCE OF DEADLINES
SCHEDULE VIRTUAL OR IN-PERSON INTERVIEWS IF AVAILABLE

CLEAN UP SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS
RESEARCH AND APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
TAKE CARE OF YOUR HEALTH!

N O T E S

SENIOR YEAR PLANNING CHECKLIST



J A N U A R Y
SUBMIT APPLICATIONS TO COLLEGES WITH LATE DEADLINES
SEND FALL SEMESTER GRADE REPORT

FOLLOW UP WITH SCHOOLS AND MAKE SURE YOUR APPLICATIONS ARE COMPLETE
CONSIDERING A GAP YEAR OR AN ALTERNATIVE TO COLLEGE? rESEARCH YOUR OPTIONS

D E C E M B E R
FOLLOW UP WITH TEACHER/COUNSELOR ABOUT RECOMMENDATIONS
SEND TEST SCORES AND TRANSCRIPTS TO PLACES you HAVE APPLIED

COMPLETE APPLICATION and  SUPPLEMENTALS ITEMS NEEDED
SUBMIT ANY OTHER APPLICATIONS BEFORE WINTER BREAK SO YOU CAN ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS

F E B R U A R Y
STAY ENGAGED WITH HIGH SCHOOL AND WATCH OUT FOR SENIORITIS
CONTINUE TO APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS (BE MINDFUL OF DEADLINES)

N O T E S

SENIOR YEAR PLANNING CHECKLIST



M A Y
TAKE ANY PLACEMENT TESTS THAT YOU MAY NEED 
SEND THANK YOU NOTES TO THE PEOPLE WHO WROTE YOU RECOMMENDATIONS

RESEARCH FIRST YEAR HOUSING OPTIONS AND CONNECT WITH POTENTIAL ROOMMATES
finish strong! 
HAPPY GRADUATION!

A P R I L
aTTEND “ADMITTED STUDENT” EVENTS AT COLLEGES YOU ARE CONSIDERING (CONNECT U)
dECIDE WHETHER TO ACCEPT WAITLIST SPOTS (IF OFFERED)

KEEP GRADES UP! THE SCHOOL YOU choose WILL REQUIRE A FINAL TRANSRCIPT
CHOOSE YOUR COLLEGE AND SEND ANY DEPOSITS THEY MAY REQUIRE

M A R C H
CELEBRATE YOUR OFFERS OF ADMISSION!
COMPARE FINANCIAL AID AWARDS

THINK ABOUT SUMMER (JOB? INTERNSHIP? volunteer? TRAVEL?)
FOCUS ON SELF-cARE

N O T E S

SENIOR YEAR PLANNING CHECKLIST



Some Students have a background, identity, or talent that is so
meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete
without it. if this sounds like you, then please share your story.

The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be
fundamental to later success. recount a time you faced a
challenge, setback, or failure. how did it affect you, and what did
you learn from the experience? 

Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or
idea. what prompted your thinking? what was the outcome?

Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has
made you happy or thankful in a surprising way. How has this
gratitude affected or motivated you?

Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a
period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself
or others.

Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it
makes you lose all track of time. why does it captivate you? what
or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? 

Share an essay on any topic of your choice. it can be one you've
already written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one
of your own design. 

COMMON APPLICATION ESSAY QUESTIONS


